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PHARMACEUTICAL PATENTING IN INDIA: PROBLEM OF PUBLIC 

ACCESS TO HEALTH 

Rohit Sharma1 

ABSTRACT 

This paper features and outline of and investigation of the patent laws in connection with the 

pharmaceuticals, the issues of community to health in India. Additionally, patents have major 

role in changing public and worldwide development scene. Patents are a sort of scholarly 

resource for whoever claims it, say, any individual or an organization or it tends to be the 

public authority of a country also. IPR Laws are getting increasingly more well-known 

nowadays. It gives an alleviation to the imaginative makers that their development, thought, 

disclosure will remain theirs. Furthermore, among them, patent law is the most significant. 

Nonetheless, with regards to medication, which is a fundamental right for each person, similar 

patent laws go about as a blockage to the entrance of these fundamental items. This 

examination paper, manages the significance of pharmaceutical drugs, and it’ licensing in 

India, alongside issues that happened as a result of it to the community to health. Nonetheless, 

IPR culture in India is everything except good. It requests interest, top to bottom information 

and compelling methodologies for empowering and building IPR exercises and investigate 

logical and modern exploration and advancement in India. 

INTRODUCTION  

“India has for since quite a while ago been a pioneer  in endeavoring to adjust pharmaceutical 

patent law to assess the homegrown health needs, underlining more on the need of the everyday 

person, in this way to be in accordance with its turn of events. In India, large scale of the 

populace is living underneath the destitution line, and the costs towards healthcare are out of 

pocket which plainly demonstrates that there is a critical health emergency with insufficiency 

with regard to healthcare and the openness, moderateness and accessibility of the prescriptions 

in India. Section 3(d) is a select arrangement under the Indian patent law. It accomplishes an 

extraordinary equilibrium between the Agreements on Trade Related Aspects of International 

Trade (TRIPS) order furthermore, ensures admittance to medication for poor people. This has 

made India an innovator in pharma industry.”  

 
1 The author is a student at Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad.  
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The circumstance has without a doubt encountered a change after the TRIPS system. The 

pharmaceutical licensing in India is of exceptional importance to the recent concerns of general 

health since the Indian market and the pharmaceutical firms are significant providers of the low 

evaluated pharmaceutical items as nonexclusive drugs. The issue of admittance to medicines 

has expected worldwide measurements since a thousand years due to India being a piece of the 

Doha Announcement on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health, 2001. With its set up and 

progressively send out arranged pharmaceutical industry being praised by common society 

mindfulness. India has been at the focal point of the worldwide admittance to medications 

crusade. The Indian industry gave the mission a monetary spine by showing that another option 

pharmaceutical industry was conceivable. The new patent law choices including that of the 

High Court in the Novartis case, shows that India keeps on putting a premium on general health 

comparable to pharmaceutical patent law choices. Consequently, we see that the 

pharmaceutical patents confine the nonexclusive rivalry and subsequently increment costs, and 

are believed to be a huge hindrance to access of prescriptions in most of the countries  

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS (IPR) IN INDIA: OVERVIEW 

“Intellectual property rights are legitimate tools overseeing the utilization of manifestations of 

human brain. In today’s world, Intellectual Property is one of the main pieces of the cutting-

edge business and trade industry. Intellectual Property (IP) are the important resources of an 

organization. IP can make healthy contest on the lookout; thus the makers, brokers and 

proprietors can foster their items all the more proficiently. Subsequently, Intellectual property 

freedoms are the privileges given to people over the manifestations of their mind’s work. They 

generally give the maker a select directly over the utilization of his/her creation for a specific 

timeframe moreover followed by acknowledgment advertisement financial increase in not 

many of these classes. Licensed innovation is a result of human acumen and the freedoms 

conceded on it permit its proprietor to profit from the products of this scholarly undertaking by 

making an imposing business model over it. Such advantage isn't generally a characteristic 

right yet requires acknowledgment by a rule.2 Licensed innovation (IP) alludes to the 

manifestations of the psyche, like creations; scholarly and imaginative works; plans; and 

images, names and pictures utilized in business and trade which incorporates copyright, brand 

name, topographical sign, modern plan, patent, coordinated circuit and so forth.”  

 
2 “Hirschi, Travis and Michael Gottfredson Age and the Explanation of Crime.,89 (3), The American Journal of 

property rights,552-584. (1983)” 
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PATENTS: MEANING AND IMPORTANCE  

“Patents are fundamentally a sort of scholarly resource claimed or moved by the proprietor or 

the organization. It is conceded for an advancement which is special in nature and is the first 

work of the individual or the gathering of individuals who did the development. A patent is a 

selective right conceded for a development which is an item or an interaction that gives, as a 

general rule, a better approach for accomplishing something, or offers another specialized 

answer for an issue. To get a patent, specialized data about the innovation should be unveiled 

to general society in a patent” application.  

“A patent gives its proprietor the option to prohibit others from taking advantage of the 

protected innovation, including, for instance, making, utilizing, or selling the licensed creation. 

This selective right empowers the patent proprietor to recover advancement costs and get an 

arrival of interest in the improvement of the protected innovation. Viable patent assurance 

invigorates research and is a critical prerequisite for raising investment. It is likewise essential 

to by and large monetary development. An organization that chooses to record patent 

applications ought to take on an essential methodology that acquires esteem from patents while 

limiting expenses related with getting the patents. Patents give a wide scope of significant 

worth to their proprietors, some of which might be more appropriate to some business.3 In the 

first place, patents give opportunity of development in the company’s field. For some 

organizations, this opportunity of development can be entirely important, particularly in a 

packed field” with numerous contenders or in a field overwhelmed by one player. 

PATENT LAWS AND PHARMACEUTICAL PATENTING IN INDIA 

“The Indian pharmaceutical industry has a strong generic base with almost 60,000 generic 

brands in 60 therapeutic categories in the market which was nurtured by the then legal system 

concerning patent. The growth of the domestic pharmaceutical industry creates one of the 

success legends of the Indian economy. From the time being an import-dependent enterprise 

in the era of the 1950s, the Indian pharmaceutical industry has achieved global recognition in 

today’s time, as a cost-effective generator of a high-standard and high-quality pharmaceutical 

products. Its yearly exportation turnover exceeds $1.5 billion. This was achievable because, at 

that time, no product patent system for drugs and pharmaceuticals existed. With regard to 

 
3 VAISHALI RATHORE, AN INSIGHT INTO INDIAN PHARMACEUTICAL SECTOR, 356, (SAGE 

PUBLICATIONS, 2018) 
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pharmaceuticals, in the case of substances intended for use or capable of being used as food, 

drugs or medicines or substances produced by chemical processes, patents are granted only for 

the processes of manufacture of such substances and not for the substances themselves. Hence, 

pharmaceutical products are currently not granted patent protection” under Indian law. 

“India had a product patent regime for all inventions under the Patents and Designs Act 1911. 

However, in 1970, the government introduced the new Patents Act, which excluded 

pharmaceuticals and agrochemical products from eligibility for patents. This exclusion was 

introduced to break away India's dependence on imports for bulk drugs and formulations and 

provide for development of a self-reliant indigenous pharmaceutical industry. The lack of 

protection for product patents in pharmaceuticals and agrochemicals had a significant impact 

on the Indian pharmaceutical industry and resulted in the development of considerable 

expertise in reverse engineering of drugs that are patentable as products throughout the 

industrialized world but unprotectable in India. As a result of this, the Indian pharmaceutical 

industry grew rapidly by developing cheaper versions of a number of drugs patented for the 

domestic market and eventually moved aggressively into the international market with generic 

drugs once the international patents expired.4 In addition, the Patents Act provides a number 

of” safeguards to prevent abuse of patent rights and provide better access to drugs. 

The Patents Act also has provisions relating to compulsory licensing. On the completion of 

three years from the date of sealing the patent, any person interested in working the patented 

invention may apply for a compulsory licence with respect to the invention. The controller of 

patents may direct the patent holder to grant such a licence upon the terms as may be deemed 

fit, only if he or she is satisfied that the reasonable requirements of the public with respect to 

the patented invention have not been met or that the patented invention is not available to the 

public at a reasonable price. 

Section 3(d) of the Patents Act, 1970 says that the mere discovery of a new form of a known 

substance “which does not result in the enhancement of the known efficacy of that substance 

or the mere discovery of any new property or new use for a known substance or of the mere 

use of a known process, machine or apparatus unless such known process results in a new 

product or employs at least one new reactant, is not patentable. The provision under section 

3(d) has been approved by WHO Public Health Innovation and Intellectual Property Rights 

Report, 2006, that countries can adopt legislation and examination guidelines requiring a level 

 
4 Soumya Shankar, Importance of intellectual property laws, 278, (excel books, 2015) 
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of inventiveness that would prevent ever-greening patents from being granted. The ruling of 

the Novartis’s case in Indian patent law represents a major victory for community’s access to 

inexpensive medicines in developing countries and influences the access of medicines to the 

poor. If Novartis had succeeded the case, patenting on drugs would have likely been approved 

more widely in India, restricting generic Competition and thus also hindering access to” 

reasonable medicines in the developing world. 

Moreover, the practice is anti- competitive in its effect as the practice will enable 

pharmaceutical MNCs to eliminate competition from the generic manufacturers and charge 

exorbitant prices for their patented drugs. This in turn will cause adverse effect to public interest 

in developing countries since many essential drugs become inaccessible to the general public 

on account of unaffordable pricing. 

CASE LAW                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

The latest case, Novartis AG v Union of India the Supreme Court of India in 2013 held that 

where the case started in the year 1997 with patent application recorded by the candidate before 

Chennai patent office identified with drug name Glivec, which was somewhat an alternate 

variant of their 1993 patent for Anti leukemia drug. For this situation the Assistant Controller 

of Patent and plan, Chennai Patent Office dismissed the application under section 3(d) of the 

Indian patent demonstration 1970.5 Therefore, the solicitor tested the lawfulness of section 3(d) 

under the watchful eye of High Court at Madras.  

The candidate in the current allure satisfied on two issues:  

 Section 3(d) is illegal as it disregards the arrangement of the TRIPS understanding.  

 The Indian patent demonstration doesn't characterize the term 'viability' and gives unguided 

force on the Controller. Thus, it is discretionary, unreasonable and obscure because of the 

above dispute the court held that:  

“The WTO's Dispute Settlement gives the restrictive cure and a thorough debate component 

for infringement of TRIPS Agreement. The High Court investigated the contention between 

the worldwide law and city law and concluded that city law wins in such clash. Additionally, 

in India, worldwide deals are not straightforwardly enforceable.  

 
5 5 Kumari, V. The Indian medical association: From welfare to Rigths, India, 85, Oxford University Press, 233-

245, (2004) 
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 The court additionally dismissed the second conflict that the arrangement is giving unguided 

capacity to the patent regulator being subjective based on the term 'viability' was unclear and 

consequently the court saw that Viability implies the capacity to create an ideal or planned 

outcome. Consequently, the trial of adequacy with regards to section 3(d) would be unique, 

contingent on the outcome the item viable is wanted or planned to create. At the end of the day, 

the trial of adequacy would rely on the capacity, utility or the reason for the item viable. 

Subsequently, in the instance of medication that professes to fix an illness, the trial of viability 

cany just be 'helpful viability'. 3 Section 3(d) of Indian Patents Act, 1970: s importance and 

understanding Shraddha Deb Subsequently, it is tracked down that the Novartis patent 

application for the beta-translucent type of Imatinib Mesylate didn't breeze through the 

assessment of section 3(d) as it didn't have any upgraded remedial adequacy.6 The Supreme 

Court accordingly maintained the perception of the High Court what's more, Indian Patent 

office and” dismissed the patent application documented by the candidate.  

HOW PHARMACEUTICAL PATENTING IS CAUSING PROBLEMS IN PUBLIC 

ACCESS TO HEALTH?  

“There exist various perspectives in regards to its effect on the Indian pharmaceutical industry 

also, admittance to fundamental medications inside the nation and outside. India is positioned 

fourth on the premise of creation volume, with an immense no. of pharmaceutical 

organizations. In any case, while patents of pharmaceutical drugs are a fundamental component 

to help the course of development, on the opposite side, this entire arrangement of the patent 

can be confounding to the unenlightened. Medication organizations frequently misuse the 

imposing business model of patents and furthermore irrationally exorbitant costs for licensed 

prescriptions. The presentation of item patent has decreased the availability of drugs. Countless 

nonexclusive drugs are being protected in India, including immunizations making it hard for 

the business to deliver life-saving drugs. Extravagant evaluating of the drugs blocks access for 

conventional individuals to the prescription runs counter to the assumption for the Government 

to ensure the health of its residents. Particularly in a nation like India, where an enormous scope 

populace is living in BPL, what's more, the healthcare costs are extreme, which unquestionably 

shows that there is a basic clinical consideration crisis with deficiency concerning healthcare 

and the moderateness, accessibility and availability of the drugs in India. This is a critical test 

to the Indian Government. Wherefore, a ton of drives are being taken by them to secure the 

 
6 McDowell, Gary L., Smith, Jinney (eds) patenting in the United States and the United Kingdom,15(11), U.K. 

Palgrave Macmillan.455-456 (1999) 
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present circumstance, for example, mandatory permitting (on the refusal of willful permit) and 

equal exchange approaches as elective ways that can help creating country legislatures to make 

fundamental meds more reasonable to their residents.7 Necessary permitting lessens costs to 

buyers by making contest on” the lookout for the licensed good. 

“In the principal occasion, it gives a hierarchical framework to the different favorable to health 

arrangements in patent laws. In this manner, it likewise persuades the reception of these 

arrangements in nations where they don't exist in patent laws. Furthermore, it brings to the front 

the contending cases of patentees and purchasers. For instance, in 1998, the South African 

Pharmaceutical Producers Association and 4016 for the most part global pharmaceutical 

makers organized activity against the South African government. They affirmed that the 

Medicines and Related Substances Control Amendment Act 17 their property directly as settled 

in the South African constitution. 18 The Amendment Act acquainted a lawful structure with 

increment the accessibility of reasonable drugs in South Africa by conventional replacement 

of off-patent drugs, straightforward estimating, and the equal importation of licensed 

medications. Had the case continued to judgment, it would have been intriguing to perceive 

how the court would have gauged the property right of the patentees against the right to health 

care administrations, particularly given the established commitment of the State to take sensible 

authoritative and different measures, inside its accessible assets, to accomplish the reformist 

acknowledgment of this right. However, this point is as yet debatable, considering that the case 

was” removed before it could continue to judgment. 

SOLUTION FOR THE PROBLEM OF PUBLIC ACCESS TO HEALTH  

One may find out if a harmony between the right to health and pharmaceutical patents ought 

to be looked for by any means. On the off chance that the right to health is a principal basic 

liberty important for the satisfaction in any remaining basic freedoms, do we truly have to 

adjust it against other trivial and less significant exchange standards? The appropriate response 

is yes. Albeit the right to health is the very pinnacle of significance, it actually needs to clear 

some path for the pioneers to ensure their practical advantages in the type of licensed 

medications and through them, their work. Obviously, this equilibrium must be painstakingly 

surveyed. The pharmaceutical business, with a couple of special cases, has up until now been, 

as I would see it, excessively eager in attempting to make the patent security much more tough, 

 
7 “Miller, Walter B. Lower Class Sub- culture pharmaceutical patenting, 14, Journal of Social Issues, 5-19. 1958” 
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regardless of the expenses. This is in inconsistency with the TRIPS, which they consider their 

most amazing weapon in seeking after their benefit driven interests. In particular, as currently 

expressed, even the Excursions in its Article 7 burdens the need of adjusting the necessities of 

makers and clients of mechanical information, in a way helpful for social and monetary 

welfare, while Article 8 permits Member States to adopt measures important to ensure general 

health and nutrition .8 However, this ceaseless fight is a long way from lost. Separated for the 

current  answers for the issue, some obviously better than others (some proposed by the WTO 

itself), we can see the development of potential arrangements proposed by recognized 

researchers who have contributed their time, exertion and information into conceptualizing 

them. Additionally,  there as of now exist a few instances of good practices led by enormous 

pharmaceutical organizations as a team with NGOs and PPPs, which are working effectively 

in empowering better admittance to medications. Regardless of whether these proposed 

arrangements will find the opportunity to be appeared and turn into a reality for the people who 

frantically need a drawn-out arrangement still needs to be chosen by the global local” area.  

(A) Existing arrangements  

“This part gives an understanding into some current answers for the goal of the pharmaceutical 

patents-admittance to meds struggle. A portion of these is applauded as fantastic arrangements, 

while others are unjustifiably saved on the grounds that they don't uphold the interests of the 

high-profile players, despite the fact that they are of same quality, if worse. I will begin with 

the arrangement that gained the most consideration from the worldwide local area, specifically 

the Excursions adaptabilities as mandatory licenses and the Article 30 arrangements.9 Some of 

the arrangements that exists are Article 30 arrangements, Compulsory permitting, Generic 

Competition elective and so on the need is to execute” them appropriately.  

India is one of the significant part nations to consent to the TRIPS Arrangement, which got 

execution in India in 2005. Prior to the TRIPS system, item patents for drugs too were not 

allowed in India. That was when conventional industry of drugs incredibly thrived in India, 

inspite of severe patent system in created nations. This framework has its own advantages like 

there was no issue in openness of drugs accessible in India. Additionally, the cost of drugs was 

 
8 Ombato, John Onyango, Gerald O. Ondick et al , “Factors Influencing pharma industries”. 1 (2), International 

Journal of Research in Social Sciences. March, 18- 21, (2013)   

 
9 Mishra, Alok K. N, Indian medical system, Times of India. Available on timesofindia.indiatimes.com, ( 10 

august, 2021) 
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exceptionally ostensible, even of the drugs which were exorbitant in different nations. 

Openness of drugs at exceptionally low cost is one of the significant prerequisites of the non-

industrial countries. Thusly, the obligatory permitting ought to be done in this manner that 

neither the laws ought not be too prohibitive that it makes obstacle in the guideline of drugs 

nor it be too liberal so that individuals will in general abuse it.  

(B) Possible arrangements  

The past area has acquainted the all-around existing arrangements with the issue of admittance 

to “prescriptions in non-industrial nations. Too outlined as they are, these arrangements have 

not given any critical upgrades around here. This is the justification for why numerous 

associations and researchers have put a great deal of exertion into finding elective arrangements 

that could be satisfactory for the two sides. I will initially introduce the arrangement of value 

decreases for the agricultural nations - which has been exceptionally challenged by the business 

- which could give critical improvement in admittance to drugs, whenever applied effectively. 

Some off the arrangements that are conceivable and can be proposed are Price decrease, The 

health sway reserve, Great corporate citizenship and so forth these will give a fine equilibrium 

as an answer for this issue. The expense of physician recommended drugs is at the bleeding 

edge of conversations among patients, promotion gatherings, prescribers, payers, 

pharmaceutical organizations, and strategy producers. One factor – however by all account not 

the only factor – in driving the expense of physician endorsed drugs is the accessibility of 

contending items. Certain contending items, like conventional or biosimilar renditions of 

endorsed drugs, are not quickly accessible because of the market exclusivities allowed to the 

trend-setter organization by the central government as selective showcasing privileges and 

additionally patent freedoms. The reasoning for allowing such market exclusivities is to boost 

advancement and improvement of new, better, as well as more secure doctor prescribed 

drugs.10 Thus, value decrease in this sense is conceivable and should be possible bringing 

agreeable relations between the proprietor or” maker of the patent and the controller of the 

drugs.  

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION   

“In non-industrial nations like India, the manner in which healthcare is coordinated has made 

condition for the gross infringement of major freedoms. The head of equity is being disregarded 

 
10 Ren, Ling, Hangowel Zhang et al  “introduction to IPR. 19 (1): Police Quarterly. 87- 110, (2016) 
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when greater part of the populace doesn’t approach fundamental least healthcare. Creative 

movement should bring about advancement, which along these lines prompts the improvement 

of innovation as well as the modern and monetary government assistance which is conceivable 

just through neighborhood working of licensed creations. The India patent law is a 

commendable piece of patent enactment that is meant to adjust the interests of both the 

everyday person and the designers. After the presentation of item patent system, a wide scope 

of pharmaceutical items can be protected in India. Prior to applying for the patent, the analysts 

will cautiously think about the measures of patentability and counsel of a patent master is 

profoundly alluring in this regard. Once obtained patent privileges can be moved through task 

or permitting to different people or organizations. Associations, for example, scholarly 

establishments and colleges not having adequate assembling or advertising limits can utilize 

patents as a compelling apparatus for the innovation move. These associations can rethink their 

protected items/cycles to outsiders what's more, consequently they can procure incomes to 

recover the ventures made in the improvement of such items/measures.11 Necessary permit 

gives a chance to advertise the protected items under specific conditions The financial interest 

of large players in the medication business stays under a steady danger to the entrance of life 

saving medication at moderate costs in India. Advancement and patent are two sides of a similar 

coin. Advancements ought to be for serving the humankind particularly” in the field of 

medication and patents ought not have just a single target to gather benefit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
11 Tyagi, Malvika, Analysis pharmaceutical patenting, 51 (51), Economic and Political Weekly, 17-21, (2016) 
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